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Dear Friends,
It is my pleasure to write to you for the first time, since i’ve been 
elected President of the EWT, through this issue of our newsletter. 
I would like to take this opportunity to first of all wish you all a 
prosperous New Year, and I would also like to thank you all, for 
your support.

Since taking over the presidency, the sec and myself met with 
the previous secretariat and we have been given a smooth hand 
over. I wish to thank all those involved for making this happen.

I am now looking forward to meet you all again in Capdepera 
in May, and as i have promised you in Gmund, will be working 
with you all for the benefit of the European Walled Towns.

We need to exchange ideas and explore how best we can work 
together. I intend to engage in discussion with you all, and give 
you the opportunity to let me know what you expect the EWT to 
do for your respective Cities, and what changes you would like 
to see taking place within the EWT.

I want to sincerely thank Peter Van Rusmalen and his secretariat 
for the good work they have done for the EWT, during their tenure 
of office.

I assure you all, that my secretariat and I will strive to take our 
organisation forward for the benefit of all member towns and 
cities.

Many best regards
Joe Spiteri
President 

European Walled Towns
President Mr Joseph Spiteri

Mr. Joseph Spiteri - Deputy Mayor – Valletta Local Council

Joseph Spiteri was born on 21st September 1961 
and he has lived in the city of Valletta all his life. He 
attended the St. Albert the Great College also in 
Valletta.  Mr. Spiteri has been working as a Civil Servant 
with the Malta Public Service from September 1990 to 
August 1998, serving within a substantial number of 
government departments. From September 1998 to 
date he has served as Secretariat officer within the 
Personal Secretariat of the Minister for Infrastructure, 
Transport and Communications carrying out 
assignments and attending meetings at the discretion 
of the Minister.

Mr. Spiteri plays an active role in the civic life of the 
city, this mostly arising from his involvement within the 
Valletta Local Council as an elected Councillor with 
the Nationalist Party ticket since 1993 and his serving 
for several terms of office as the Deputy Mayor of the 

Valletta Local Council. Together with the Mayor and 
his fellow Councillors, Mr. Spiteri has always strived 
to work towards making residents and visitors alike 
perceive Valletta as a unique living experience. 
He works towards a better quality of life for the 
Valletta residents, based on a safer and healthier 
environment, with an improved infrastructure 
appropriate for a modern walled city. In his work 
within the Local Council, Mr. Spiteri has always aimed 
at a City administration operating with an open and 
innovative mind in order to promote Valletta as a 
City fit for work, business and leisure, for the younger 
generation as well as for our senior citizens, whilst 
giving due importance and space to the cultural 
strength of the City and above all to provide an 
enjoyable and unique tourist experience.

Mr. Spiteri is also responsible for the European and 
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International portfolio within the Local Council. 
During his tenure as a Councillor and consequently 
as a Deputy Mayor within the Valletta Local 
Council, Mr. Spiteri has given great importance 
to active participation in EU matters on behalf of 
the Local Council and the local community he 
represents, giving special attention to the younger 
generation within the City. In fact, Mr. Spiteri has 
worked extensively within the Local Council to tap 
funds through EU-funded programmes. Once such 
example is the Youth in Action Programme through 
which he provided a number of opportunities for 
the local youths within the community resulting in 
EU exchange and mobility projects. In 2010, a group 
of 15 youngsters from Valletta visited Iceland in a 
youth mobility project concerning democracy and 
in 2011 another group of  youngsters visited Catania 
as well. These projects came to function as a result 
of the work dedicated by Mr. Spiteri together with 
the administration of the Valletta Local Council and 
the necessary preparatory visits and planning such 
projects entail.

Another EU project spearheaded by Mr. Spiteri’s 
initiative during this tenure within the Local Council 
is the Hero Project which consists of a partnership 
between a number of EU countries aimed at fostering 
the exchange among the project partners in regards 
to the elaboration process of “Cultural Heritage 
Integrated Management Plans” (CHIMPs) on local 
level in the partner cities. The main objective of the 
project HerO, funded by URBACT, is to facilitate the 
right balance between the preservation of built cultural 
heritage and the sustainable, future socio-economic 
development of historic towns, in order to strengthen 
their attractiveness and competitiveness. In fact, one 
such conference, the HerO Mid-Term Conference 
was hosted by the Valletta Local Council in Malta 
in 2011 and it largely focused on “Implementation 
Strategies”. Around 35 representatives from 8 heritage 
cities all around Europe attended the conference 
organized by the Valletta Local Council with Mr. 
Spiteri heading the organizing committee, which 
was part of this EU-funded project dealing with 
sustainable management strategies for historic urban 
landscapes.

The City of Valletta joined the European Walled Towns 
(EWT) in 1996 and during the past sixteen years, Mr. 
Spiteri representing the Valletta Local Council has 

contributed extensively, taking an quite a pro-active 
role within the organisation. Mr. Spiteri has been 
present and gave contributions to the long debate 
regarding the change of name of the organisation, 
and in every internal discussion regarding changes 
to the constitution and other matters within the EWT 
during the years. 

Within the context of the EWT, Mr. Spiteri was also 
involved in the ARCHWAY Project between 2004 
and 2007, which focused on developing a pan-
European network for walled towns, enabling them 
to share information and exchange best practice on 
issues that affected them all. The project aimed at 
the creation of a network which would become the 
principal source of European policy, good practice, 
innovation and excellence in the conservation, 
promotion, development, management and 
spatial planning of historic places. Moreover, in his 
involvement within the EWT, Mr. Spiteri has always 
contributed successfully to the organization of a 
number of Executive meetings hosted in Malta 
including a very recent one in May 2012. He has 
always been open to ideas and actively participated 
with other member Towns and Cities of the EWT in 
various European projects offering prompt support 
and feedback.

With regards to his vision for the future, Mr. Spiteri 
believes that European Walled Towns cannot be 
considered solely as cradles of society with a glorious 
past, and they cannot keep being acclaimed 
only for their traditional and historical prestige. He 
believes that there is more to Walled Towns than 
meets the eye and hence his aim as President is to 
bring out the hidden cultural time-bomb of European 
Walled Towns and their ability to become a central 
hub of dynamic cultural experiences, buzzing with 
activities involving the performing arts, and ultimately 
becoming a regular attraction to all sectors of 
society, from children and youths to senior citizens 
and also be regarded as important assets for the 
increase of tourism. The focus has to be set on this 
cultural aspect and the inclusion of performing arts, 
to encourage the exchange of artists, performers and 
best practices in the cultural field between members 
of the association. He further wants to commence a 
study about the common cultural aspect of European 
Walled Towns and how this can be further developed 
through possibly an effective marketing strategy.
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On15 November 2012 Peter van Roosmalen, Deputy Director Stadsbedrijven and also Head of the 
Fortifications Department said goodbye to his municipality and collegues with a symposium  followed by a 
reception in the impressive Oranje galery.of Town Hall.
 
Member of the Upper Chamber  Eelco Brinkman recieved Peter van Roosmalen’s vision and advice on the 
recuperation of the Housing production with the title Living in a Ton. 

Right:Member of the Upper Chamber and Chairman 
of  ‘Building Nederland’ and Dutch Red Cross, Eelco 

Brinkman received the booklet ‘Wonen in een ton’ from 
Peter van Roosmalen at his retirement . 

It was also the title of the symposium that took place 
at the farewell festivities for Mr van Roosmalen.

Peter van Roosmalen (62) has devoted a large part of his professional career to the restoration and 
development of the fortifications of ‘s-Hertogenbosch. He was President of the European Walled Towns 
and also held many functions in the Dressage Sport and Health Care.

The Mayor of ’s-Hertogenbosch Mr 
Rombouts saying goodbye to Peter 

van Roosmalen and his wife Christien  
foto © paul kriele, 29 april 2012.

Van Roosmalen’s recommendations for decreasing the stagnation of the housing production are:
- lower price of land
-use more expensive land in later, better times
-engage an economist in building policy/projects
- more building projects for the lower segments
-adapt production to the financial possibilities of buyers
-do not build for ‘stock’ but in cooperation with inhabitants 
-adapt the laws to the paid-for-quality 
-think of a new way of working to reach a different result. The building section  is too traditional.

Farewell to Peter van Roosmalen
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EWT Executive Meeting and AMG in Gmund

·	 Proposals made at the Executive meeting in Gmund

Proposal for suspension of Members

In line with Article 6.6 of the Constitution, it was proposed that the cities of Bassano Del Grappa, Moncào, 
Skofja Loka, Montblanc and Boyabat are be suspended from the EWT because they failed to pay fees due 
for two consecutive years (2010 and 2011), despite numerous reminders from the EWT Secretariat.

Membership token Gift 

The Executive agreed on the finalised token gift (plaque) as presented by Dr. Erika Schüster. 

·	 Decisions taken at the AGM 2012 in Gmund

Election of the New EWT President

Present at the meeting were 22 eligible voting memebers (including members and representative of the 
associate members) and following a speech made by the two candidates, the conclusion of the first vote 
resulted in a tie with eleven votes for Mr. M. Nooijens and another eleven votes for Mr. J. Spiteri. The two 
candidates were once again given the floor and another vote was taken. The outcome of the second vote 
resulted in twelve votes for Mr. J. Spiteri and ten votes for Mr. M. Nooijens.

Consequently, Mr Joseph Spiteri, Deputy Mayor of the City of Valletta was elected President of the European 
Walled Towns at the Annual General Meeting in Gmund in Karnten, Austria on Saturday 22nd September 2012. 

Election of the New Vice President

It was decided that the election of the New EWT Vice-President will be held in the upcoming AGM of 2013 
in Derry, Ireland.

Audit

As formal auditing is only required at the end of the 3 years term of the treasurer, at the AGM 2011 in Lucca, 
the chair proposed the setting up of an internal audit committee (from the mem bers) to reduce audit cost. 
In the AGM 2012 in Gmund, Mr. J. Spiteri as new President of the EWT proposed to keep this Internal Audit 
Committee in place.  This idea was supported by all the executive mem bers present.

Membership token Gift 

It was decided to cherise the finalised token gift design as agreed to during the Executive Meeting.
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Capdepera is a municipality located in the Eastern part of Majorca. It has a population of   11.421 
inhabitants, a land surface of 54, 90 km2 and approximately 30 km of coastline dotted with many 
beaches and caves where one 
will find same the most crystalline 
water of the Mediterranean. 

The municipality has four coastal 
towns ;  Cala  Ra jada,  Cala 
Mesquida, Font de Sa Cala and 
Canyamel with beautiful beaches 
and the inland town of Capdepera 
where you can find the most 
important and historical building of 
the village The Capdepera Castle.

The Capdepera Cast le was 
founded by King Jaume II in 
the XIIIth century. It began with 
the construction of a church 
surrounded by a wall with its towers. Behind it the houses of the first settlers were built. At that time, 
as Capdepera was a strategic point of uppermost importance, the castle was the best defence 
for the “gabellins” (citizens of Capdepera) in times of danger and the inhabitants who lived outside 
the walls sought protection there during the attacks of Berbers.

Little by little the Castle of Capdepera had became one of the most visited monuments of Mallorca 
and nowadays it is an Asset of Cultural Interest, a classification that gives historical heritage the 
greatest protection.

There are other important buildings that cannot go unmentioned, the tower of Canyamel of muslin 
origin, other defence towers, the Caves of Artà, the Centre Melis Cursach, The Gardens of Casa 
March  

The main industry of Capdepera is 
tourism. For this reason, and in order 
to attract tourists, new cultural 
strategies our being developed 
for example; The Medieval 
market,exhibitions,performances 
at the inheritance,sculpture 
gardens...

We invi te you to come to 
Capdepera “where the first sun 
of Mallorca arise” for the next 
Executive Meeting and live a 
Medieval experience surrounded 
by nice beaches, nature and 
pure atmosphere.

Capdepera
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HOTEL	  AMOROS***	  
	  

 	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

http://www.hotelamoros.com/	  

hotel@hotelamoros.com	  

Tel:0034971563550/ Fax:0034 971563454 

Cala Rajada. C/ Ses Llegítimes,37. C.P. 07590. 

SPECIAL OFFER FOR THE EUROPEAN WALLED TOWNS   

EXECUTIVE MEETING IN CAPDEPERA. 

 

Bed and breakfast 25 € pro person and day in 
a double room . 
 
Bed and breakfast 35 € pro person and day in 
a single room. 

	  

 

HOTEL GREEN GARDEN**** 
 

 

http://www.gardenhotels.com/ 

booking.green@gardenhotels.com 

Call Center: 902051105 
	  

SPECIAL OFFER FOR THE EUROPEAN WALLED 
TOWNS  EXECUTIVE MEETING IN CAPDEPERA. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

	  

	  

	  

	  

Bed and breakfast  32 € pro person and day 
in studio or apartment for two persons. 
 
Bed and breakfast  45 € pro person and day 
in a studio for one person	  

 

HOTEL BELLA PLAYA & SPA **** 
	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	   	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

SPECIAL OFFER FOR THE EUROPEAN WALLED 
TOWNS  EXECUTIVE MEETING IN CAPDEPERA. 

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

Bed and breakfast  38 € pro person and 
day  in a double room. 
 
Bed and breakfast  48 € pro person and 
day in a single room. 

	  

Reserve your accomodation for Executive Meeting
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Thursday,16th MAY 2013

16  hrs. Arrival of partners in Palma de Mallorca.

16:30 hrs. Transfer from Palma de Mallorca to Capdepera.(1 h. and ½)

18:00 hrs. Arrival and check-in  at the respective hotels in Capdepera.(At the arrival the participants 
will receive leaflets,maps and usefull information about our village)

20:30 hrs. Welcome dinner to the conference’s participants hosted by the Hotel Association.

Friday,17th  MAY  2013

9:00 h Opening speech by the Mayor of Capdepera and the tourism Councillor 

9:30- 11:30 hrs. European Walled Towns Executive Meeting in Cap Vermell Centrum (Cala Rajada).

11- 11.30 hrs. Coffee Break 

11.30 – 13.30 hrs. European Walled Towns Executive Meeting in Cap Vermell Centrum.

14:00  hrs.  Lunch  hosted by the Castle association .

17:30 h. Departure by bus direct to the Medieval Market.

19:00 –Meeting of all authorities at the medieval market. 
Meeting point: Capdepera’s Town Hall.

19:20 h. Visit to the Capdepera Castle and Medieval Market.
Exhibition of castles in Mallorca (Santueri Castle,Alaró Castle, Cabrera Castle,Castell del Rei and 
Bellver Castle). 

Live a Medieval experience going back to the Medieval Ages through the Medieval Market in 
Capdepera. This day we will celebrate the 30th anniversary of the castle’s cession to the village 
of Capdepera. This is an  official ceremony with politics from the Balearic Government, the local 
councillors and the Mayor. 

The Medieval Market is an example of cultural products used  for tourism development, social 
cohesion and identity of our municipality.

Schedule of Events and Activities for Executive Meeting
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21.30 hrs   Dinner  hosted by the Castle Association.

Saturday, 18th  May  2013.     

9.15 – 11 hrs Workshops  at  Cap Vermell Centrum in Cala Rajada.
Theme:   Tourism development in The Balearic Island .  

9:30 –10:00 h. Strategic lines of the Balearic Island Government.(ATB)

10:00 – 10:30 h.European Projects (Eurolocal).

10:30- 11:00  Cultural development of Capdepera, our strategic lines and the future plans and 
projects. 

11:05 – 11.25 hrs.  Coffee Break.

11.30 - 13:40 hrs  
Theme: Turistic projects and development plans of other foreign members (Portugal and Malta).

14:00 – 16:00 hrs    Lunch in  Capdepera hosted by  the Castle Association.

16:10 h. Visit to the Centre Melis Cursach  in Capdepera and defence system exhibition. (1 hour 
and 20 min.)

17:25 h.Visit to the Canyamel Tower.(1 hour).
- Coffee break hosted by the tower property
During  the Middle Ages the Canyamel Tower was part of the defence system that protected the 
coasts from the numerous dangers that constantly besieged the island.

19:00 h. Free time.

21 hrs   Dinner hosted by the Castle Association.

22:30 hrs  Return to the respective hotels.

Sunday, 19th  May  2013

10:30 h. Guided visit to the Gardens of Fundación Bartolome March Servera or free time (1 hour) . 

12:30 h. transfer from Capdepera to Palma de Mallorca airport.
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The Narva Museum organised an international conference „History of the Baltic Sea Region via Local 
History“ on 16-17th of November 2012 in the framework of the project „Agora 2.0 Heritage Tourism for 
Increased Baltic Sea Region Identity“. 

The main goal of the conference was to examine, analyse and discuss, how castles and museums can 
introduce and popularise the history of their town, country and region. Speakers were invited to share their 
experience within the framework of the 4 sub-topics:

I sub-topic: Product Development and Marketing

II sub-topic: Promotion of History 

III sub-topic: Authentic History vs. Attractiveness 

IV sub-topic: How to promote the Baltic Sea Region as a whole

Narva as member of the EuropeanWalled Towns had invited speakers from amongst its members and 
Margaret and Bernard Shaw from Berwick-upon-Tweed, Marco Houtzagers advisor of The Green Heart 
Organisation in The Netherlands and Bernadette Woerdman representing the Circle of Friends of 
’s-Hertogenbosch each wrote an extensive article (to be published soon) and a presentation for the 
conference.

Also present at the conference was an old friend of EWT José Luis Muňoz Encinar formerly representing 

International Conference
“ History of the Baltic Sea Region via Local History”
Narva, Estonia, 16-17 November 2012
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Plasencia Spain. He now runs his own Tourism Consultancy.

The programme consisted of sets of three lectures in the morning with theses covering a great variety of 
angles and two panel sessions in the afternoon inviting a discussion from the audience. The conference 
was a wonderful opportunity to learn more about the Baltic region, a most interesting area with a rich 
history involving 10 countries. 

Panel members Marco and Bernadette 

Bernadette Woerdman

28 November 2012

New members (since publication of newsletter June)  
Ms Anna – Liisa Lavila, Hamina (Finland)
Mr. Philip MacDoughall, Chichester (Great Britain)
Great Yarmouth, (Great Britain)  
Famagusta (Cyprus)
Meppen (Germany)
Sinj (Croatia)
Sveaborg Seura RY, Helsinki, Finland
Mary Teehan, Kilkenny, Ireland
Mrs B.J.H. Woerdan, Huesden, Netherlands
 
Resigned  
Senigallia and Soave (Italy)
Beaumaris and Caerleon (Great Britain),
Plasencia (Spain) 
Skofja Loka (Slovenia).

Members Update
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Student field study trips can be of great value 
to any walled town that can attract them. An 
undergraduate field study trip abroad may take up 
to 50 students and three members of staff for a week 
– almost always out of season. Even excluding the 
air transport (or the overnight international rail costs), 
just local transport, the hotel accommodation and 
food and of course the extra eating and drinking 
can add up to about €30.000 -  enough to pay for 
about 2 people for a year! But study trips can be 
worth even more to host towns than that only the 
important money and jobs. When hosted by a walled 
town, students can both learn very effectively about 
tourism and urban issues but also, with their lecturers, 
contribute to the discussion on local issues in the 
towns themselves.

These were among the results, which I put forward at 
a recent conference in Cambridge1 as a Research 
Fellow at University of West of England in Bristol and 
as Academic Adviser to European Walled Towns. I 
reminded academics how important the field study 
trip was, for higher education in tourism. Indeed it 
is widely thought by both students and academic 
staff to be the really distinctive element of a 
tourism degree. Architecture, Heritage Studies and 
Geography all also normally include field trips. Walled 
towns are valued by students and their lecturers as 
compact and often usefully controversial subjects 

of study.

Over a period 25 years I have taken one thousand 
or more different students from the UK on field study 
trips. The students have originated in many European 
Countries, India, China and the Americas. There 
are about one hundred broadly similar courses 
across the UK and many more within Europe. The 
numbers of students at any one time therefore make 
a substantial market for walled towns to work with.

Tenby, Chepstow, Brecon, Bergues, Alcudia, Pecs, 
Lucca and especially Piran have all been Member 
walled towns, when I took students to them. 

Walled Towns as ideal destinations 
for student field study trips

Piran I highlight because, over eleven years I led 
thirteen field study trips there. It had and has so many 
attributes that make for an excellent field study trip 
both in terms of the variety of tourisms in Piran and its 
neighbouring resort of Portoroz and as a walled town 
with all its varied histories and issues. Within little more 
than two hundred years, it has owed allegiance to 
Venice, France, Austria-Hungary, Italy, Yugoslavia 
and is now part of the Euro zone and the Schengen 
area of the European Union in independent Slovenia. 
All have left their marks. 

But above all I returned again and again because 
of the warm hospitality of the people and the real 
welcome offered to my students by the Municipality, 
who even allowed them to present their ideas, half-
formed as they may have been, to the Council itself. 
It helped that the Turistica College, now University 
of Promorska, was at hand to add their students to 
our studies (and entertainment) and of course the 
Municipal Officer Nada Zajc was always at hand to 
smooth all passages. (No mere thanks can express 
my debt). 

The student wrote diaries which I collected (with their 
permission) over a ten year period and these show 
what they learnt and how they enjoyed the town and 
its people, how they interacted and learnt from each 
other and the from their hosts, probably much more 
than from me! But they did add me to their Facebook 
group and five years on we still keep in contact. They 
say they want a reunion in Piran.

David M Bruce
Academic Adviser to European walled Towns
Visiting Research Fellow UWE, Bristol
dnembruce@btinternet.com
MOBILE +447788195673

1  ATHE – the Association of Tourism in 
Higher Education Conference 6th-7th December 
2012 “Reinvigorating the Tourism Curriculum” 
see website for full programme. Papers will be 
collected for publication in January 2013 and a 
longer version of this article is in preparation.
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Chichester has just come to the end of a three-year 
programme on the City Walls, financed by the British 
Heritage Lottery Fund.

The Walls have been repaired where necessary, and 
the path along the top has been upgraded for safety.  
An educational programme has been undertaken 
with the local schools and adult learning groups.  The 
University of Chichester has been interviewing and 
recording local people and recording their memories 
of growing up in a walled town.  Information boards 
have been placed in places along the Walls Walk 
(including a game to “find Max” who is a small 
cartoon Roman soldier), and in addition bronze 
plaques have been set into the pavement showing 
the walls walk – depicting a roman gladius (sword) 
pointing the way.  Further, bronze strips show where 
the original gates used to be, so that people entering 
the city know that they are entering the Roman town 
of “Noviomagus Reginorum”.  

One of the projects also involved an archaeological 
dig, when local interested people could sign up 
to take part in digging just outside the Walls under 
the supervision of a professional archaeologist 
(there was also a children’s dig close by).  Great 
discoveries were made, as a Roman bastion was 
discovered, which changed our knowledge of history 

Report on Chichester’s City Walls Project

The AGM and conference will take place in Derry~Londonderry in 2013 during its year as the first UK City of 
Culture.   Derry is the only surviving intact walled city in Ireland and marks the 400th anniversary of its Walls 
in 2013.  It has been ranked by the Lonely Planet’s ‘Best in Travel 2013’ as the fourth best city in the world 
to visit in 2013.

 The proposed themes for the EWT conference are:

·	 Culturally connecting walled cities; and
·	 Walled cities as sanctuaries for reconciliation.

Derry is located within Northern Ireland close to the border with the Republic of Ireland and the conference 
will include visits within both areas.  

The proposed dates for the conference/AGM are Wednesday 23rd October to Friday 25th /Saturday 26th 
2013. Please note that these dates are still to be confirmed and members will be notified when the dates 
are finalised. In the meantime if you are interested in further information on the city go to www.derryvisitor.
com or to www.cityofculture2013.com  for further details of the UK City of Culture.  

in that, rather than a 
possible 16 bastions 
around the Walls, 
there were more 
probably around 70, 
if they were spaced 
as is now indicated.

Last April a grand 
celebrat ion and 
l i g h t  s h o w  t o o k 
place in the Bishop’s 
Palace Garden, with 
lanterns all around 
the garden, children 
p r o c e s s i n g  w i t h 
more lanterns, and 
a film of the history being projected onto the Walls.  
Several thousand people attended this occasion, 
which had a wonderful atmosphere of friendship 
and enjoyment.

The whole project has ended with the publication 
of a book on Chichester’s City Walls, which, while 
being technically accurate is easily read by both 
academics and lay people alike.

Anne Scicluna

EWT Conference/AGM: Derry-Londonderry
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In October of last year, Valletta was named European 
Capital of Culture (ECOC) for 2018, a title which is 
given annually to two cities from two member states 
by the European Commission.  Malta’s capital city 
won the title after an international jury of experts 
analysed Valletta’s bid titled ‘Imagine 18’. The choice 
of city to host the title is based on what it plans to do 
for a year that has to be truly exceptional.  

The ECoC process is an opportunity for the city in 
question to transform itself, to look at itself in a new 
way, to rise up to a new challenge.  Valletta wants 
to take advantage of this opportunity and engage 
in a process of culture-led regeneration in a bid to 
make the city - and the rest of Malta and Gozo - a 
better place to live in, through culture.  

Valletta will seek to build on the extensive cultural 
wealth the island boasts, and facilitate opportunities 
in the sectors of arts and culture in Malta.  The title 
will help its citizens to understand the future of these 
sectors and what impact this will have on their quality 
of life.  Education will play a major role in this journey, 
as children will be invited to contribute to and to 
appreciate from an early age the new range of 
possibilities that the creative economy may offer. 

Valletta named European Capital of Culture for 2018

Through culture, Valletta shall seek to build new 
bridges with its European counterparts, not less other 
European Capitals of Culture.  Through this ever-
growing network of cities, artists may expand their 
connections across Europe and the Mediterranean, 
as well as globally. Valletta 2018 will offer investment 
opportunities in relation to the ever growing potential 
of the Maltese cultural sector.  

New cultural events will aim to generate the heritage 
of tomorrow.  In ‘Imagine 18’, Valletta proposes to 
organise an ambitious cultural programme designed 
around the themes of Generations, Routes, Cities 
and Islands. These themes address different aspects 
of life and characteristics of Valletta, and the rest of 
Malta and Gozo. 

This vision for Valletta is one that aspires to be the 
driving force behind a long-term process rooted in 
education and innovation.  It sees culture as the major 
force sustaining creative careers, promoting well-
being and fostering international and intercultural 
aspects for our communities. 


