
   

Rehabilitation of Mdina Ditch 



 

Site Plan 



- Important element of Mdina’s early medieval and later 
Hospitallier land front fortification 

 

- Man-made feature was first introduced in the 15th century 

 

- Layout changed little throughout the next 2 centuries 

 

- Present shape established in second decade of 18th century 
under Order’s military engineer Charles Francois de Mondion 

 

- Mondion widened ditch, created counterscarp wall and other 
outerwork features (countermines, covertway and glacis) 

 

- Ditch was originally a barren stretch of ground, free from 
obstruction for defensive necessities 

 

Historical Outline of the ‘Fossato’ (ditch) 



Aims:  
 Restoration of ditch through sensitive landscaping and 

restoration maintenance to surrounding fortification walls 

- Removal of visual obstructions whilst opening up vistas to these 

fortifications 

- Removal of football pitch and tennis courts 

- Re-organisation of landscaping 

 

Result: 

 Re-establishment of full architectural and aesthetic value to 

ensure legibility of fortifications and enhance relationship 

between ditch and ramparts 

 

The Project  



Photos showing existing football pitch prior to works and vegetation 

growing on fortification walls 



Photos of existing garden and tennis court in the ditch hiding parts of 

fortifications 



Works include: 

 

- Transplanting of existing trees (273 citrus and 7 

olive trees) to side of counter scarp wall to 

reduce visual obstructions 

 

- Provide a continuous path in ditch and increase 

access points to another staircase and two 

universal ramps later replaced with lifts due to 

sheer size of ramps 



 

Map showing extent of Mdina ditch 



Original proposed universal ramp linking Howards Garden to ditch and 

parking area 



 

Original ramp leading to ditch from playground area 



Plan showing grass cover and hardstone paving and row of trees next to 

counterscarp 



 

New stairway access linking car park to ditch 



 

Plan of stairway/lift leading to ditch 



 

Final approved proposal removing access ramps 







   

Fortifications Interpretation Centre 

Valletta 



   

  

 “Malta’s fortifications represent one of the finest 

collections of military architecture to be found 

anywhere in the world and constitute a 

monumental heritage for sheer concentration 

and majesty quite unmatched.” 

 

 Professor Quentin Hughes 
Internationally-renowned historian of 

military architecture 



 

Site Plan 



 

Photos of the dilapidated building 



 

Plans indicating proposed intervention 



 

 Types of fortifications Quantity 

  Knights’ period fortifications – 1530-1798   

  Prehistoric/Ancient sites 10 

  Forts 6 

  Fortified Cities 5 

  Fortified Lines 3 

  Towers 24 (+10 demolished/ruins) 

  Batteries / Redoubts 25 (+7 demolished/ruins) 

  Entrenchments 10 (+11 demolished/ruins) 

  Fougasses 12 known (built 64) 

  British period fortifications – 1800-1945   
  Forts 14 

  Coastal Batteries 11 (+4 demolished/ruins) 

  Fortified Lines 3 

  WWII Pillboxes 150 (and over) 

  AA Batteries 25 

  Knights’ period fortifications contain   

  Main bastions 76 

  Curtain walls 100 

  Cavaliers 11 

  Ravelins and Counterguards 16 

  Gateways and large sally-ports 27 

  Combined perimeter length of ramparts 60 kms 



Unique wealth of defensive architecture owed to 
three important factors: 

 

- Geography (great strategic importance at the 
centre of Mediterranean basin) 

 

- Knights of St John initiated a building spree 
(transformed land to one large fortress system 
over course of 268 years) 

 

- British military (natural harbour, big enough to 
accommodate fleet rendering Malta an island 
fortress) 

 

Malta’s Fortifications  



 

 Project is co-financed by EU through European Regional 

Development Fund under Operational Programme I 

‘Investing in Competitiveness for a Better Quality of Life’ 

for Cohesion Policy 2007-2013 (36 million Euro). 

 

 Four major works of fortifications benefited from this 

Fund – Valletta, Birgu, Mdina and Cittadella (over 6km in 

length). 

 

The Project 



Objectives: 

 

- To showcase, explain and interpret history and architecture of Malta’s 

rich legacy of fortifications 

 

- A cross between a museum, an information point and a research centre 

 

- Use of multimedia technology in conjunction with traditional displays to 

create an interactive educational experience 

 

- Explains extent, variety, complexity and sophistication of Malta’s 

fortifications 

 

- Places fortifications within proper historical, architectural, technical and 

military context 

 

The Project 



 

- Large sixteenth century warehouse (bombproof magazine, for storage 

of merchandise) 

 

- In view of vast interior spaces (1200 sqm) and central location next to 

St Andrews Bastion 

 

- Located next to Marsamxett gate (one of three main gateways to 

Valletta) 

 

- Excellent views of Marsamxett Harbour, Fort Manoel and Fort Tigne` 

 

- Ecological design through introduction of PV panels, limited use of air 

conditioning, enhancement of natural ventilation, rainwater collection 

and re- use of building materials. 

 

Building Features 






